ONLINE BOOK CLUBS

a place to foster authentic conversation,
dignifying dialogue, and personal
reflection in the company of
fellow LGBTQ/SSA and
straight believers
of all perspectives.

Oriented to Faith:
Transforming the Conflict
over Gay Relationships
by Tim Otto

“Rather than embracing the conflict around gay relationships as an opportunity
for the church to talk honestly about human sexuality, Christians continue to hurt one
another with the same tired arguments that divide us along predictable political battle
lines. If the world is to “know that we are Christians by our love” the church needs to discover
better ways to live out the deep unity we share in Christ as we engage with politics and our
world. In Oriented to Faith, Tim Otto tells the story of his struggle with being gay and what that
taught him about the gospel. With an authentic and compelling personal voice, Tim invites us to
explore how God is at work in the world, even amidst the most difficult circumstances, redeeming
and transforming the church through this difficult debate.” - Book Cover, Oriented to Faith

A Letter to My Congregation:
by Ken Wilson
“This is a breakthrough work coming from the heart of evangelical Christianity and offered
into the heart of evangelical Christianity,” writes David P. Gushee, the prolific Christian
author and Director of the Center for Theology and Public Life at Mercer University. In
describing this book, Gushee continues: “It is unlike other books that demand revision
of traditional Christian sexual ethics but do so primarily by rejecting the authority
of the Bible. That is not how evangelicals think, and it is not what Ken Wilson
does here. Instead Wilson shows how God has led him on a journey
toward a rethinking of what the fully authoritative and inspired
Bible ought to be taken to mean in the life of the
church today.”
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The Good News About Conflict:
Transforming Religious Struggle Over
Sexuality
by Jenell Paris
Conflict over homosexuality in Christian churches is only intensifying. We can do
better. We have to do better. The stakes are too high to do otherwise. Conflicts are difficult
and ugly, but the good news reaches even here. It is possible to have healthy conflict, to
disagree and struggle together in ways that make us better and that make the church stronger.
By looking deeply into the nature of religious conflict, we can cultivate practices and values that
will mature our abilities as peacemakers, and strengthen our faith and our churches.

Us vs. Us: The Untold Story of Religion and the LGBT Community
by Andrew Marin
Would you believe that 86 percent of LGBT people - from the proud marcher at the Pride Parade to
the quiet, closeted teen - spent their childhood in church? More than half of them left those religious
communities as adults; three out of four would be happy to come back. For decades now we have
found ourselves caught up in a culture war: us versus them. Good news: there is no them. Our
culture war has been a civil war: Us versus Us. And there is a path toward meaningful peace.
Andrew Marin brings the startling findings of his largest-ever scientific survey of the
religious history, practices, and beliefs of the LGBT community. Marin’s findings offer
clear direction for both sides of a long cultural battle to meet in the middle, sacrificing
neither conviction nor integrity as they rediscover the things they have in
common and the hope found in Christ alone.
Original, groundbreaking research into the religious lives and
beliefs of the LGBT community.
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